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PAPERS 

RELATING TO DISTURBANCES IN THE COUNTY OF LOUTH. 
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I — Copy of a Proclamation, enforcing tie Peace Preservation Act, in certain Baronies of the 
County of Louth. 

«. — Copy of a Proclamation, enforcing the Insurrection Act, in certain Baronies of the County 
of Louth. 

g.—Copies and Extracts of Letters from the Chief Magistrate of the County of Lauth, respecting 
Outrages committed in that County. 

4. — Copy of a Letter from the Bight Honourable John Foster, to the Right Honourable 
Robert Peel) dated Collan, October 30, 1816. 



Ordered, by The House of Coannons, W be Printed, 15 Moj 1817. 




Copy of a Proclamation, enforcing the Peace Preservation Act, in certain 
Baronies of the County of Louth. 

BY The Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland. 

.(Signed) TVkiizvorth. 

WHEREAS by an Act of Parliament passed in the fifty-fourth year of His 
present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to provide for the batter execution of the Laws 
“ in Ireland, by appointing superinlending Magistrates and additional Constables in 
“ Counties, in certain cases,” it is amongst other things Enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the Lord Lieutenant, or other chief Governor or Governors of Ireland 
for the time being, by the advice of the Privy Council of Ireland, to declare by pro* 
clamatioii, that any county, county of a city, or county of a town in Ireland, or 
any barony or baronies, or half-barony or iialf-baronies in any county at large, to 
be therein specified, is or are in a state of disturbance, and requires or require an 
extraordinary establishment of police. 

And whereas it hath sufficiently appeared to Us, that the barony or half-barony 
of Upper Dundalk, the barony or hatf-barony of Lower Dundalk, and the baronies 
of Ardee and Louth in the county of Louth, are in a state of disturbance, and require 
.an extraordinary establishment of police. 

Now We the Lord Lieutenant, by and with the advice of His Majesty’s Privy 
Council, by virtue of the said Act and of the powers thereby vested in Us, do by 
this our Proclamation declare, that the said barony or half-barony of Upper Dun- 
dalk, the barony or half-barony of Lower Dundalk, and the baronies of Ardee 
and Louth in the county of Louth, in this part of the United Kingdom called Ire- 
land, are in a state of disturbance, and require an extraordinary establishment of 
police. 

Given at the Council Chamber in Dublin, the 12th day of March 1816. 

(Signed) JV”' Downes, Manners, C, 

George Hewett, Erne, 

JV”* Haurin, Frankfort de Montmorency, 

Castkcoote. 

GOD Sav? the KING. 
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Copy of a Proclamation enforcing the Insurrection Act in certain Baronies of 
the County of Louth. 



B Y the Lord Lieutenant and Council of Ireland. 

(Signed) Whittoorth. 

WHEREAS by an Act of Parliament passed in the fifty-fourth year of His 
present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to provide for the preservation and restoring of 
“ Peace in such Parts of Ireland as may at any time be disturbed by seditious 
“ Persons, or by Persons entering into unlawful combinations or conspiracies it is 
Enacted, that it shall be lawful for the Justices of the Peace of any county, assembled 
at an extraordinary session of the peace summoned in manner by the said Act 
directed, and pursuant to the provisions dierein contained, not being fewer than 
seven in a county at large, or than three in a county of a city or town, or the major 
part of them, if they see fit, upon due consideration of the state of the county, to 
signify by memorial by them signed, to the Lord Lieutenant or other chief Governor 
or Governors of Ireland for the time being, that they consider the county, or any 
part thereof, to be in a state of disturbance, or in immediate danger of becoming so, 
and the grounds and reasons of such their opinion, and praying that the Lord 
Lieutenant and Council may proclaim such county, or part thereof, to be in a state 
of disturbance, or in immediate danger of becoming so ; and thereupon it shall and 
may be lawful to and for the Lord Lieutenant, or other chief Governor or Governors 
of Ireland for the time being, by and with the advice of His Majesty’s Privy 
Council in Ireland, by Proclamation to declare such county, or any part of such 
county, to be in a state of disturbance, or in immediate danger of becojning so, as 
also such part as he or they shall think proper of any adjoining county. 

And whereas twenty Justices of the Peace of the county of Louth, being the 
major part of the Justices of the Peace duly summoned and assembled, pursuant to 
the provisions for that purpose in the said Act contained, at an extraordinary session 
of the peace holden in and for the said county of Louth, on the ninth day of 
November last, and duly summoned pursuant to the said Act, have by Memorial by 
them signed, signified to His Excellency the - Lord Lieutenant, that the baronies of 
Ardee, Louth, Upper Dundalk and Lower Dundalk, are in immediate danger of 
becoming in a state of disturbance; and the grounds and reasons of such their opinion; 
and have thereby prayed that the Lord Lieutenant in Council may proclaim the said 
baronies of Ardee, Louth, Upper Dundalk and Lower Dundalk to be in such 
immediate danger. 

Now We the Lord Lieutenant, by and with the advice of His Majesty’s Privy 
Council, in pursuance of and by the authority to Us given by the said Act of Par- 
li^ent, do by this our Proclamation declare the baronies of Ardee. Louth. Upper 
Dundalk and Lower Dundalk, in the county of Louth aforesaid, to be in a state of 
disturbance, or in immediate danger of becoming so, and do hereby warn the 
inhabitants of the said baronies of Ardee, Louth, Upper Dundalk and Lower 
Dundalk, that they each and every of them be and remain within their houses at 
all hours between sun-set and sim-rise, from and after Sunday next, the ninth day of 
February instant, under the penalties by law established. And We do hereby further 
order and direct, that a special session of the peace for the said county of Louth, be 
held in the town of Dundalk, in the said county, on Monday next, the tenth day of 
February instant, for the purposes expressed in said Act of Parliament, of which all 
Justices of the Peace, and other Magistrates for the said County, and all others 
whom it may concern, are to take notice. 

Given at the Council Chamber in Dublin, the 4th day of February 1 Si 7. 



(Signed) G. F. Hill. 

George Bechciih. 
S‘ Geor. Daly. 
/F® Saurin. 



Manners, C. 

Erne. 

fVicklow. 

Frankfort de Montmorency. 
W”' M’^ Mahon. 



GOD Save the KING. 
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Copies and Extracts of Ixjtters from tho Chief Ma^strate of the County of Louth, 
respecting Outrages committed in tiiat County. 



Extract of a Letter from Samuel Pendleton, Esq. chief Magistrate, &c. of the 
County of ZowiA, to JVilliam Gregory, Esq.j dated Dund^k,22d June 18,16. 

IT is my duty to inform you, without waiting for the regular period of my report, 
of a matter which took place this morning. I had received information, the truth of 
which I did not confide in, but was determined to put to the test, that certain houses 
were to be attacked last night; it turned out to be accurately con’ect. After one 
o’clock, with a party of twenty-five men, I surprised them in the act of breaking the 
house of one M' Daniel, of Glass Drummond in Armagh, about a mile beyond the 
border of Louth ; they were twenty-two or twenty-three in number. We were not dis- 
covered till within about fifty yards of them, when they fired, and ran in every direction. 
One Murphy (whom I have reason to believe their captain) was kilted ; one DuUaghan 
(who is badly wounded) and three others, are prisoners; two of the police are also 
wounded, but not badly. The darkness, and their better knowledge of the country, 
enabled the others to escape; but from the tracks, and quantity of blood in many 
places, and other circumstances, I have no doubt there are several others wounded, 
and probably dead by this time. 



Extract of a Letter from Samuel Pendleton, Esq. chief Magistrate, &c. of the 
County of Louth, to the Right Honourable Robert Peel; dated Glyda 
Farm, Wednesday night, 30th October 1816. 

“ I HAVE this day witnessed a most horrible confirmation of tho opinion I had 
last night the honour to state to you, of the disposition of the barony of Ardee, &c. 
In the morning I got from Mr. Portescue the note which I inclose. On my arrival at 
the unfortunate Lynch’s house, I found his report more than verified. Eight persons 
had fallen victims of this unexampled outrage; among them Lynch and Rooney, the 
rest the other members of the family. The house, as it seems, was surrounded by a 
large body of men about two o’clock this morning ; the family was kept in, and the 
house set fire to by large heaps of straw about it : the bodies are so far consumed as 
to be barely distinguishable from each other. Nothing material came out on the 
inquest.” 



Copy of a Letter from Chichester Portescue, Esq. to Samuel Pendleton, Esq. ; 
dated Glyde Farm, Wednesday morning, 8 o’clock, (30th October i8i6.) 

Dear Pendleton, 

I HAVE this moment been told by Robert Shirts, Filgate’s man, that Lynch’s 
house has been burned, and in it Lynch, Rooney, his wife, two children and a boy ! ! ! S«d 30^* 
As to particulars I have not time to ascertain them, but think it better to inform you O:tob«r 1816. 
at once. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) Chi. Portescue. 



Copy of a Letter from Samuel Pendleton, Esquire, Chief Magistrate, &c. 
of the County of Louth, to the Riglst Honourable Robert Peel ; dated 
Dundalk, 6th December 1816. 

Sir, 

IN reply to your Letter of the 3d instant, with which lam just now honoured, I am 
to inform you that the instructions given by me to the officers commanding the several 
Military Detachments in this county, were : “ That patroles, of at least one-third 
“ of each detachment, should at uncertain hours, and in such directions as under 
“ circumstances might seem most expedient, be kept on foot everv night ; occa- 

“ sioiially 
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sionally communicating Hith those of the next stations, so that a continued circu- 
“ ktion might actively pervade from end to end those parts of the county most 
‘ lial)h‘ to disturbance. That such patroles should be invariably attended by two 
“ peace olTicers ; that the duty of the patroles should be in effect similar to tiiat of 
“ city watchmen, merely to preserve peace and good order; not to enter houses in 
“ search of either men or arms ; should persons at unseasonable hours, and under 
“ circumstances of such reasonable suspicion as to justify detention be met with, 
“ they are to detain them for examination, &c. by a Magistrate in the morning; 
“.should .they meet. persons assembled in arms, or committing any unlawful act, no 
“ doubt (I presume) can be entertained of their legal competence to act against them 
under the authority of a constable. ’ This I conceive to be the routine of their 
ordinary duty, made necessary from a strong conviction, that if the county is not 
kept alive by a lawful, it will be by an unlawful force. Whenever a particular 
occasion shall occur “ for calling out the military’’ to acton special information, or 
in any way beyond the line I have here described, it is distinctly understood that both 
a Magistrate and the Military Officer are to be present. Circumstanced as we are, 
X am not aware of any other way in which the military can be made active, and were 
they to leinain inactive in their quarters until there should be an opportunity from 
information of calling for their assistance, they would be literally of no use. If my 
conception of this matter be erroneous, or should 1 from misapprehension have been 
^iccessary to the possible misleading of others, I beg to be set right. It is a subject 
.of .too much importance for any doubt to exist on. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Sam^ Pendleion, 

Chief Magistrate, &c. Loutli. 



"Extract of a Letter from Samuel Pendleton, Esq. Chief Magistrate of the 
County of Louth, to the Right honourable Robert Peel ; dated Dundalk, 
17th December 181b. 

“ I H.S.VE the honour to inform you, that since the last communications from 
.me, the houses of two respectable farmers named Ekins and MuHin, in the barony 
of Ardee, were attacked by night and robbed of arms, tlie latter also of money to 
.the amount of about twenty pounds, by persons unknown ajid io disguise.” 



Extract of a Letter from Samiel Pendleton, Esq. Chief Magistrate, &c. 
of the County of Louth, to fVitliam Gregoi'y, Esq. ; dated Louth, 29th 
December ,1816. 

“ I HAVE the honour to inform you, that no act of outrage has occurred, within 
my knowledge, in this district, since my last report, except the maliciously shooting 
at a Mr. John Reath, by a person unknown, on the night of Sunday last. — He is a 
wealthy fanner residing at Irishtown, near Ardee, and was in May last robbed of 
arms and money to the amount of about two hundred pounds. — One person was 
capitally convicted for it last assizes, another had been taken up a few weeks ago 
by me on account of it ; and Reath had been with me some days before to give 
additional information against others, which accounts for the attempt.’’ 



Extractor a LeMcv Samuel Paidldon, Esquire; Chief Magistrate, &c. 
of the County of Louth, to IVilliam Gregory, Esquire 4 dated Dundalk, 
7th January 1817. 

“ THIS district has not been disturbed by any act of outrage since my last report, 
except the attack and breaking of another house in the barony of Ardee, inhabited by 
a brother of MulHn, whose information I had lately the honour of forwarding to you •, 
it was not entered, the party being, as it appears, deterred by some syinpt^s of 
resistance from within, and the approach of the patrole from Manfieldstown. 
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Copy of a Letter frotn Samuel Pendletorty Esquire, Chief Magistrate of 
the County of Louth, to the Right honourable Robert Peel-, dated A7'ikc, 
14th January 1817. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that since my last report the dwelling- 
house of Arthur M‘Cabe, a farmer in the barony of Lower Dundalk, has been 
assaulted and broke, and the corn in his haggard maliciously destroyed by persons 
unknown. This has been done in furtherance of the principle I have already men- 
tioned: “The endeavour to controul at their will the occupancy of lands.” No 
other material act of outrage has occurred in this dbtrict during the week. It is 
•corrsidered that this is principally to be attributed to the system of night patroles, 
M'hich has been steadily pursued. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your faithful obedient servant, 

(Signed) Smnuel Pendkion. 

•Copy of a Letter from Samuel Pendleton, Esq. Chief Magistrate of Police 
in the County of Louth, to the Right honourable Robert Peel-, dated 
Dundalk, 17th January 1817. 

Sir, 

This county has been disgraced by another horrid assassination : Mr. John Reath, 
an opulent fanner of Irishtown, near Ardee, was last night shot dead while at supper 
with his family. It seems to have been- done by a blunderbuss fired through the 
window, as his head was almost blown to pieces; shades of -suspicion fall on different 
quarters;—/ myself have little doubt that it has been done by the same person who 
fired at him before on the 23d ultimo, and for the reasons I stated in my letter of the 
29th. \Vben I left that, at four o’clock this day, the Inquest had not been held ; 
nothing is likely to come out on that; but anything that may possibly appear, I 
shall have the honour of communicating on Sunday. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Samuel Pendleton, 

Chief Magistrate, Ike. Louth. 

Copy of a Letter from Samuel Pendleton, Esq. Chief Magistrate, &c. of liie 
County of Louth, X.o lVilliatnGrego}'i), Esq.; aated Ardtc, 27th January 
1817. ^ 

Sir, 

I AM obliged to state, that since my last -Report, tiie disposition to disturbance (of 
which I had no doubt of the existence, however -tranquil appearances might be) has 
shown itself in an encreased degree in this district. In the Parony^of Loxur 
Dundalk, which had been ,so quiet, that I took the liberty of suggesting the expe- 
diency of exempting it from- the effects of the Police Bill, there have been latterly 
many acts of outrage reported by me. Within the last ten days I have taken jnfdi-iua- 
tion of the attack of eight houses in that part of the district : it also appears that large 
bodies assemble there by night, in arms. On Tuesday night last a revenue cfliceV 
happened to fall in with a party of them near Cooly ; he was assaulted and wounded 
by them ; he fired among them and made his escape : it is certain that one of them is 
severely wounded by him, whom I am in search of; lie' is as yet concealed in tiic 
mountains. -Last night the hou.se of a Mr. Reed, near Dundalk, was attacked and 
robbed of arms by persons unknown. It is matter of notoriety, that many other 
outrages of a similar nature have occurred; but from the terror produced by the 
liorrid acts which have been committed, the persons suffering will not give infonnatioii 
voluntarily. . The present state of this country I consider such as i-equircs a more par- 
ticular detail than can be properly given by me on paper; I would therefore (with 
your permission) wait on you on Eriday next for the purpose. Eor the present I have 
applied the best means in my power to check the prevailing spirit. It being impossible, 
Irom want of accommodation, to fix a m'dkary party^ at Riverstown (in Ix)wer 
Dundalk) as had been suggested and approved of, I have sent there twelve of the 
police, and two more to. Carlingford to act as peace officers witli the military patroles 
from theuce, it appearing that the local constables were not competent. There are- 
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now fourtaen only of tlie police in Dundalk; thirty-six are dispersed in the various 
out-stalions, some at the distance of twenty-two miles from the others, 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) Samid Paidleton, 

Chief Magistrate, &c. Louth. 

Copy of a Letter from Samuel Pendleton, Esq. Chief Magistrate &c 
of the County of ZomM, to the Eight honourable Ae/; dated 
7th February 1817. 

Sir, 

I T is with much concern I have to report to you another act of horrid atrocity 
which took place this inoruins at Channel Rocks, in the Barony of Louth, ~tl£ 
malicious burning of the house, &c. &c. of a James Buriie, in which his daavhtor-in- 
law was also burnt to death. I inclose the information of the fact. The Coroner's 
inquest 1.S to the same effect. I was at first in hopes that the fire might have been 
accidental, but several circumstances have left no doubt in my mind of its having been 
as 1 have stated it. In the course of last night, in the same neighbourhood,’ there 
were two ploughs maliciously cot to pieces; one of them the property of a Neal M' Cann 
ot Knockbridge, who, from tlie frequency of outrage coiumitted against him, seems 
an object of peculiar enmity. J have, &c. 

(Signed) Sam'' Pendleton, 

Chief Magistrate, &c. I^ulli. 



Copies of Memorials from Magistrates, and Resolutions of Meeting of the County 
of Louth, transmitted by the Right honourable John Foster. 

Copy of a letter from the Right Honourable John Foster, to the Ri<»ht 
lionourable Robert Peel; dated Colton-, October 30th, 1816. “ 

My dear Sir, 

_ A MOST shocking murder of a whole family took place last night at Rea^hstown 
111 the iJarony of Ardee, about ten miles from hence. Lynch, who with his son-in- 
law Rooney, gave testimony against three men, on which they were convicted last 
assizes, and hung after, for breaking into his house and robbing it of fire-arms were 
with children and servants, while in their beds, burned to death. I inclose a letter 
from the coroner, written to me in great hurrv; he will be here in the morning when 
1 shall send you the inquest and finding. His brother, who came with it, and was on 
the jury, tells me the verdict was,— “ Wilful and malicious murder of the eight persons 
by being burned in their house by persons unknown.” I am mortified and ashamed 
tor the country, to have such a barbai-ity to state to you. 

Most truly yours, my dear Sir, 

(Signed) John Foster. 

(Copy.) Castlcbeilingham, Nov. 4th, 1816. 

At a Meeting of the Magistrates of Louth, called by the Governoi-s of the County. 

Right honourable John Foster in the Chair. 



Lord Jocelyn, 

Right hon. Thomas H. Foster, 
Honourable John Jocelya, 
Blaney Balfour, 

Sir Edward Bellew, 

Francis Tipping, 

Wallop Brabazon, 

John M‘(iiintock, 

Robert Thompson, 

Chichester Fortcscue, 

Jxnox Bigger, 

Muttliew Fortescuc, 

Samuel Pendleton, 



J’itzherbert Ruxton, 
William P. Ruxton, 
Reverend Doctor Little, 
Alexander Dawson, 
Neal M‘ Neal, 

Hugh Moore, 

James Read, 

John Dawson, 

George Evans, 

F. W. Fortescue, 
Faithful Fortescue, 
William Filgate, 

Philip Pendleton. 
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The following RESOLUTIONS were unanimously agreed to 

THAT a crime, barbarous beyond the power of expression, and scarcely credible 
•to have been committed within the precincts of a country deemed civilized, appears 
to have been perpetrated at Reaghstown in the barony of Ardee, within this countv, 
during the morning of the 30th October last, by the deliberate and systematic assault 
of a number of persons upon the house of Edward Lynch, and the wilful burning of 
the same, consuming no less than eight persons, including three women and one 
child. 

That it appears the same house had been attacked and broken into in the course 
of the last Spring, and that the unfortunate Lynch, sup|)orted by the evidence of his 
son-in-law Rooney, had ap[)ealed at the last assizes to the laws of his country for 
the protection of himself and family, and had manfully discharged his bounden 
duty to the country that gave him birth, in prosecuting to conviction three of the 
robbers that had attempted to plunder his house of arms. 

That this horrid and never to be forgotten crime, staining the annals of our cou^ry, 
has resulted from a system of illegal association, united by oaths of secrecy and 
-obedience. 

That it does appear the ordinary laws of a free country, calculated to be met and 
forwarded by a people impressed with a due sense of moral and religious feeling, are 
not those adapted to contend with crimes such as the present one, unknown but to 
the savage tribes of Indians when in open war. 

That not having witnessed that general feeling of indignation, which such an atro- 
cious act was calculated to call forth in aid of the magistracy, a Special Sessions of 
the Peace be appointed to be held in pursuance of the Insurrection Act, on the 
speediest day ; and that we solicit a continuation of the operation of the Police Act 
• of the 54th of tlie King, within the baronies of Ardee and Louth. 

That application be made to the Lord Lieutenant, to offer such rewards for the 
apprehending and convicting of the persons concerned, together with such offers of 
pardon, as may by His Majesty’s Government be deemed expedient. 

That subscriptions be immediately entered into, for the purpose of procuring such 
information as may lead to a discovery, and to the prosecuting to conviction of those 
concerned in this terrific crime. 

That the Right honourable John Foster be requested to comtliuuicate to Mr. 
Peel the result of this meeting. 

That the Sheriff be requested to call a meeting of the county, for the purpose 
of communicating to them the foregoing Resolutions, on the earliest day most 
cbnveuieat. 

(Signed) John Foster. 



Obpy of a Letter from the Right honourable John Foster, to the Right 
honourable Robert Feel', dated Collan, November lotli, 1816. 

My dear Sir, 

I ENCLOSE the result of our meeting of the JIagistrates yesterday', — A Memo- 
rial to the Lord Lieutenant, signed by every one present, twenty in the w'hole. When 
you, recollect that twenty-seven Magistrates at the meeting last Monday were unani- 
mous in their determination to assemble yesterday at a Special Sessions, under the 
Insurrection Act, and are informed that three of those who signed the Memorial 
yesterday were not a part of the twenty-seven; you will not be surprised at my 
assuring you, that the opinion of the country is in favour of the measure, and that 
thiitv Magistrates, there being not more than thirty-one resident, are clearly decided 
that nothing but the Insurrection Law, acted upon with moderation and firmness, is 
competent to put down the associations, and guard the country against the murders 
and outrages on houses and property, which threaten them ; they arc also firmly 
persuaded that the adoption of that law will effectually secure them. 

I remain. See. 

The Right Hon. Robert Peel, (Signed) John Foster. 

See, See. Sec. 
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To His Excellency Charles Earl Whitworth, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
&c. &c. &c. ’ 

WE the Magistrates of the county of Louth, summoned by due notice to attend 
an extraordinary Session of the Peace, to consider the state of this county, feel.it our 
<luty to lay before your Excellency by this Memorial signed by us, that \ve consider 
the baronies of Ardce, Loiitb. Upper Dundalk and I^wer Dundalk, to be in imme- 
xliate danger of becoming in a state of disturbance ; and we pray that your Excellency 
and Council may proclaim the said baronies to be in such immediate danger ; and we 
annex hereto many grounds and reasons of sucli our opinion, * 

J olm Foster, \V. Brabazon, 

Jocelyn, Faith. Fortescue, 

J. II. loster, F. W. Fortescue, 

■John Jocelyn, -Ch. Eastwood, 

John M-Clintock, Townley P. Filgate, 

Francis Tipping, Joseph Wright, 

•W. P. Ruxton, James Forde, 

Will. Filgate, John Dawson, 

Phil. Pendleton, Fitz. Ruxton, 

Chi. Fortescue, Mathew Fortescue. 

Castle Bellingham, 

9th of November 1.8 1 6. 



Gkounds and Reasons for our Opinion: 

Having laid before the Lord Lieutenant, in March last, the state of four baronies 
■m this county, His Excellency was graciously pleased immediately to take our 
i:equest into consideration, and extended the provisions of the Police Act 54 Geo. Ill, 
■c. 131, to them. Yet, notwithstanding the unwearied exertions of a most active 
able and spirited magistrate, supported by a zealous, well-regulated police, of which 
rw-is the bead, and vigorously aided by the resident magistrates, the tPAiuniillity of 
the country has not been secured ; on tlie contrary, the proceedings at a meetini/ of 
magistrates last Monday, which we annex. hereto, show that the spirit of insurrecrioti 
has not been subdued, but still exists ; and we cannot but apprehend that the ap- 
jrroach of the long nights of winter will encourage it to break out into encreased 
acts of violence and outrage. 

lhat we consider the Police Act to entrust the Government with very wise and 
salutary means of assisting the magistracy with extraordinary powers for supportin<r 
the laws; but it will be inadequate to restore the tranquillity of the country, and 
secure it agamst insurrection aud-disturbance, unless the-provisions of the Insurrec- 
tion Act 54 Geo. Ill, c. 1 80, be also extended by Government to the four baronies 
where the Police Act is in operation. 

Thatwecannotexpect information to enable us to act with effect, nor evidences 
to come forward voluntarily, while the system of intimidation, whicli is one object 
ot the illegal associations in those baronies, and many parts of the adjoinin>» counties, 
not only exists, but must receive (Micreased strength from the late barbarous murder 
ol a prosecutor Lyncli, and his witness Rooney, with their families, unless we are 
enabled to counteract that intimidation and those associations, by the provisions of 
the Insurrection .Act. 

That this late outrage was committed by persons collected from various and dis- 
tant quarters ; that in one direction fifteen horses, each with double riders, were seen 
moving towards the place wliere Lynch lived, at a late hour of the night. 

^ Iliat a considerable number of men had also approached from an"opposite quarter 

That after the perpetration of the act, they had separated in small parties on their 
return to the places where they had assembled. 

That they were observed in different places, where they called for refreshment to 
be armed. ’ 

That a general apathy has manifested itself in the mass of the inhabitants, on a 
transaction which must naturally be expected to excite liorror, and call forth the exer- 
tion of every mail to bring the perpetrators to justice. 

That in some instances an appearance even of exultation has shown itself. 

That 
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That there is reason to believe tliat the bodies of Rooney who gave evidence, and 
his child, were hindered, by the influence of terror, from being waked in the Roman 
Catholic chaj)el, as the bodies of the otlier unfortunate auflerers \\ ere. 

That a notice has been posted up in two different places, denouncing vengeance 
and destruction “ to any person who should pray for the soul.s of the aufierers.” 

That tliis horrible murder appears by the evidence taken before the Coroner and 
the Inquest, then found, to havo been committed under the influence and by the 
means of unlawful associations, bound together by oaths for the purpose of outrage 
and assassination. 

That a [)art of the system on which they act, appears to be a determination to 
enforce secrecy and otedience to their rules by the terror of assassination, and de- 
struction of the property of those who either have or are suspected of having trans- 
gressed their regulations, and to extend that terror to all who may show, or be supposed 
to entertain any disposition to suppress them, or bring them to justice. 



Copy of a Letter from the Right honourable John Foster, to the Right 
honourable Robert Feel-, dated Collan, November iith, 1816. 



My Dear Sir, 

1 ENCLOSE a copy of the proceedings this day in the County Meeting assembled at 
Dundalk, and I am authorized and desired by the following nine Magistrates, who 
were prevented from being present at the Meeting of Magistrates on Saturday last 
the pth instant, to add their signatures to the Memorial of the twenty Magistrates 
which I transmitted to you yesterday. 



Sir Edw'* Bellew, 
E‘ Ralfour, 

Alex' Dawson, 
George Evans, 
James Read, 



Wallop Brabazon, 
Robert Thomj)son, 
Neal M*Neal, 
Lenox Bigger. 



You will therefore have the goodness to lay before His Excellency their concur- 
rence in the said Memorial, and their request that he will be pleased to consider 
them as having signed it. 

There are only three more resident Magistrates that I know of in the county, over 
and above these twenty-nine, viz. Dr. Little, Mr. Hugh Moore, and Mr. Alex. 
Rogers ; the two first of w liom, in signing the Resolutions of November the 4th, already 
communicated to you by me, signified their concurrence in the sentiments of the 
twenty-nine; and the latter is confined with sickness. 

You now have, my dear Sir, the express opinion of twenty-nine ilagistrates, tlic 
apparent concurrence of two more, and I wll venture to say, the probable concur- 
rence of the only other resident Magistrate, all recommending and entreating the 
measure of the Insurrection Act. You have also the concurrence of a county meet- 
ing convened by the Sherift’, without a dissentient voice, all joining heartily with 
the Magistrates, and furthering their concurrence by the substantial proof of a volun- 
tary subscription for discovering and prosecuting the perpetrators of the late murders, 
and all persons who shall be guilty of any crimes tending to disturb the peace of the 
county ; which we are all of opinion cannot be secured without the Insurrection Act, 
and may be upheld m ith it. 

I have the honour to be, 

jVIy Dear Sir, with sincere respect, 

Yours, faithfully, 

(Signed) John Foster. 



(Copy.) 

At a MEETING of the County of Louth, convened by the High Sheriff 
in the Court House at Dundalk, on the Request of the Magisti-ates, 
November 11, 1816. 



Resolved, 

THA'r we feel with the Magistrates how unequal words are to express our 
abhorrence of the atrocious Murders which have been committed at Reaglistown 
within our county, on the morning of the 30th of October. 

-263- C That 
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That we fully approve, and adopt as our own, their Resolutions, entered into at 
Oasile Bellingham on the 4th instant; and that we pledge ourselves to each other, and 
to the Magistrates, that we will use our utmost exertions in discovering and bringini^ 
to punishment the perpetrators of that horrid crime, and of every other ultemDt to 
disturb the public tranquillity. ^ 

Resolved, * 

That a Subscription be immediately opened for tlie above purposes, to be placed 
at the disposal of the High ShcritF and Magistrates. 

Resolved, 

That the Tlianks of this Meeting be given to the Magistrates of the county, for 
the example they have so promptly and unanimously afforded us of the course we 
should pursue. 

Also, that our Thanks be given to our worthy High Sheriff for calling this Meetin^^ 



(True Copies.) 



Irish Office, 
May 15th, 1817. 



C. fV. Flinl. 
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